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productive of that grain, which, at little trouble and less
expense finds diet and lodging for themselves and their
cattle.1 These people by their extreme parsimony, wonder-
ful dexterity in dealing, and firm adherence to one another,
soon grow into wealth from the smallest beginnings, never
are rooted out where they once fix, and increase daily by
new supplies; besides when they are the superior number in
any tract of ground, they are not over patient of mixture;
but such, whom they cannot assimilate, soon find it their
interest to remove. I have done all in my power on some
land of my own to preserve two or three English fellows in
their neighbourhood, but found it impossible, though one of
them thought he had sufficiently made his court by turning
Presbyterian. Add to all this, that they bring along with
them from Scotland a most formidable notion of our Church,
which they look upon at least three degrees worse than
Popery; and it is natural it should be so, since they come
over full fraught with that spirit which taught them to abolish
Episcopacy at home.

Then we proceed farther, and observe, that the gentlemen
of employments here, make a very considerable number in
the House of Commons, and have no other merit but that of
doing their duty in their several stations; therefore when
the Test is repealed, it will be highly reasonable they should
give place to those who have much greater services to plead.
The commissions of the revenue are soon disposed of, and
the collectors and other officers throughout this kingdom, are
generally appointed by the commissioners, which give them
a mighty influence in every country. As much may be said
of the great officers in the law; and when this door is open
to let dissenters into the commissions of the peace, to make
them High Sheriffs, Mayors of Corporations, and officers of
the army and militia; I do not see how it can be otherwise,
considering their industry and our supineness, but that they
may in a very few years grow to a majority in the House of
Commons, and consequently make themselves the national
religion, and have a fair pretence to demand the revenues of
the Church for their teachers. I know it will be objected,

1 From this passage, perhaps, Johnson derived the famous definition
of oats, in his Dictionary, as the food of horses in England, and of men
in Scotland. [S.]